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SUBJECT: REMARKS IN HANOI BY AUSTRALIAN OVERSEAS TRADE MINISTER 
JAMES CAIRNS 

1. DEPARTMENT'S ATTENTION IS CALLED TO AFP STORY (FBIS 
B 1210041) DATELINED HANOI DECEMBER 12, 

REPORTING REMARKS BY AUSTRALIAN OVERSEAS TRADE MINISTER 
CAIRNS. AFP QUOTES CAIRNS AS SAYING AUSTRAILIA WOULD PROBABLY 
RECOGNIZE PRG "UNDER ONE OR ANOTHER FORM". ANSWERING A QUESTION 
AS TO HOW RECOGNITION OF PRG MIGHT AFFECT RELATIONS WITH 
GVN CAIRNS SAID THAT "HIS GOVERNMENT WAS NOT UNAWARE OF THE 
SENEGALESE EXAMPLE”. 

(WHEN SENEGAL RECOGNIZED PRG EARLIER THIS YEAR GVN BROKE RE- 
LATIONS AND WITHDREW ITS EMBASSY.) ANY SUCH DIPLOMATIC RUPTURE 
HE SAID WOULD HAVE TO BE INITIATED BY THE GVN AND "AUSTRALIA FELT 
NO CONCERN IN THE MATTER". CAIRNS ALSO SAID THAT AUSTRALIA 
PLANNED TO EXTEND HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO THE PRG. 

2. ACCORDING TO AFP CAIRNS DESCRIBED THE PARIS AGREEMENT AS 

A VICTORY FOR NORTH VIET NAM AND THE PRG AND AN "UNACCEPTABLE 
DEFEAT” FOR THE UNITED STATES AND THE GVN. IN THE INTERVIEW HE 
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THE VICTIMS OF AGGRESSION. AMERICAN INTERVENTION IN VIET-NAM 
HE SAID COULD ONLY BE DESCRIBED AS AGGRESSION. 

3. COMMENT: REFERRING TO THE CAIRNS VISIT TO HANOI (BUT WIHTOUT 
MENTIONING THE AFP REPORT) GVN FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN 
SPEAKING TO THE PRESS ON DECEMBER 12 RECALLED THE "UNCHANGED 
RECOGNITION BY AUSTRALIA THAT THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM GOVERN- 
MENT IS THE SOLE LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT IN SOUTH 
VIET-NAM." ANOTHER GVN SPOKESMAN ON THE SAME DAY SAID THAT 
"NLF REPRESENTS NOBODY IN SOUTH VIET-NAM AND THE MEETING OF 
A MINISTER OF A FOREIGN NATIONAL WITH ITS REPRESENTATIVE HAS 
NO MEANING." 

MARTIN 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, RECOGNITION, PRG, MINISTERIAL VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 13 DEC 1973 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973SAIGON20893 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: SAIGON 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t1 9731 226/aaaaatgx. tel 

Line Count: 74 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 OCT 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <17-0ct-2001 by kelleyw0>; APPROVED <02-Jan-2002 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REMARKS IN HANOI BY AUSTRALIAN OVERSEAS TRADE MINISTER JAMES CAIRNS 
TAGS: PFOR, MARR, AS, US, VS, (CAIRNS, JAMES) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




